
Classifying 
non-living and 
living things

Dichotomous 
keys
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Make a dichotomous key to 
identify objects in my pencil 

case
Dichotomous key – includes ‘two options’ questions
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Examples of Characteristics

• Colour

• Used for/purpose

• Length

• Material they are made of

• Shape
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Stationery

Not used to write withUsed to write with

rectangular Not rectangular

ScissorsRubber

Has graphite Has no graphite

pencil Has blue ink Has no blue ink

highlighterpen
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Make a dichotomous key to 
classify/identify these 
organisms
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